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Headteacher Update  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Well the Spring term was certainly action 
packed and exciting for everybody involved 
with Allenbourn Middle School. Having 
started 2025 with such a fantastic Ofsted 
inspection outcome the children have 
continued to work incredibly hard and 
enjoyed participating in a full range of extra 
curricular opportunities. 
 

Throughout this Newsletter we will attempt 
to capture the terms successes whilst also 
providing you with updates and notices for 
the busy term ahead.  
 

Staffing Update  
I am delighted to report that Miss Rushent 
will remain a part of our staff team as we 
move into the new academic year, having 
secured a permanent role following the 
excellent start that she has made with us. In 
addition to this we were delighted to be 
able to hold interviews for teaching posts 
for September in the week before the 
Easter break. I am excited to share the 
news that we have appointed Mrs 
Moscova as our new Music Lead. Katyrn 
currently works in a local Secondary school 
and is very keen to further develop the 
musical life of our school. We were also 
able to appoint Mr Lowrey who will join 
our Key Stage 2 team. He has significant 
experience teaching primary age children 
and will be an asset to our teaching team. 
We said farewell to Mrs Farrow from our 
admin team at the end of last term as she 
took up a new post outside of education. I 
would like to thank Mrs Farrow for her 
excellent contribution at AMS and we all 
wish her all the very best for the future. We 
also said farewell to Mrs Gregg as she 
stepped down from her role as vice chair 
on our Local School Committee. Mrs 
Gregg contributed much to our school 
during her time on the committee and she 
will be missed by colleagues. We will be 
placing an advert for our admin assistant 
role shortly, please contact the school 

office if you might be interested in further 
details. We will share details of our Local 
School Committee vacancy with families 
shortly.  
 

Sports Days 2025 
I am pleased to confirm that we will be 
hosting our Sports Days on 10th and 11th 
July. This year we will be holding both of our 
Sports Days at Allenbourn Middle School. 
Parents will be able to join us in school for 
events on Friday 11th from 1pm and further 
details of this event will be shared before the 
half term break. 
 

Transfer Day 2025 
A reminder that Transfer Day will be held on 
Friday 27th June this year. Year 8 children 
will visit their Upper school setting on this 
date, children in years 5, 6 and 7 will meet 
their new teacher during the day and we will 
look forward to welcoming year 4 children 
to AMS for their first day with us.  
 

Uniform, attendance and punctuality  
Please can I remind families that children are 
not permitted to wear trainers or makeup to 
school. Skirts must also be of a suitable 
length and no more than 2 or 3cm above the 
knee. Children are also not permitted to 
wear trainer socks or branded sports socks.  
The vast majority of our children look very 
smart each day and your support with this 
throughout the Summer months is very 
much appreciated.  
 

Please can I also remind families of the 
importance of maintaining good 
attendance at school and to arrive on time 
each day. The impact of poor attendance 
upon your child’s education will be 
significant and children must establish 
strong attendance habits whilst at Middle 
School to ensure further success with their 
studies as they move to Upper school.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and 
partnership. I very much look forward to 
seeing you all this term..  
 

Kind regards           

 Mr M. Legge - Headteacher 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Our School Values - Apsire@AMS   
Our school’s values underpin much of the work that we do in school and we regularly discuss 
these with the children making links to their learning journey with us at Allenbourn Middle. 
Our aim is to focus upon the three key areas of: Academic Excellence, All Inclusive and 
Responsible Individuals as we aspire together @ AMS. 

 
 

Special Recognition Award Winners - In our whole school assembly each week we identify a 
special recognition award winner. This award can be given to any member of our school community to 
recognise their achievements both within school in the wider community and within their area of 
expertise or special interest.  If you know of somebody who deserves recognition please let us know. 
 

Finley S - Year 8 - Finley has been chosen to represent England at the European Amputee 
Football Federation Camp which is being held in Romania in August  

Harry L - Year 7 - Competed in the green vest of Dorset as he represented both the county 
and AMS at the Southwest Cross-Country Championships. Harry put in a fantastic effort, 

finishing in an impressive 11m 20s and placing 4th in the Dorset team. 
Tabitha J - Year 5 - Courageous Advocacy - Tabitha had her hair cut to raise funds and 

resources for charity. 
The pupils and staff who ensure that our school has been awarded a trophy as part of the 
Equal Access Schools award for our dedication and commitment to providing girls equal 

access in football.  
Our Dance Live Team - LED Screen Regional Winners 2025  

Jessica L - Year 6 - For her St John’s Ambulance training and awards. 
Year 8 French Pen Pals - For hosting 47 pupils from France as part of their visit to Dorset 

 
Did you Know? Parent View - Ofsted’s Parent/Carer questionnaire website  received 156 
responses during our inspection. Your views were then used by inspectors to inform their 
judgements. You can view these responses using this link.             AMS Ofsted Parent View 
Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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The Essential AMS Pupil Equipment List  
Please ensure that your child attends school with the correct equipment each day.  Below is a 
quick reminder of the items that they need for each day: 

 
 

A handwriting pen with blue ink (including a spare), a pencil case, a 
pencil, a pencil sharpener, a clear plastic 30cm ruler, an eraser, a 
glue stick, a board pen, a set of colouring pencils, a purple, pink and 
green biro and a highlighter.  
 

Remember your child can purchase essential equipment packs 
from the school office or via the ParentMail shop for £3.50 
 

 
Extra Time @ AMS - Now Open  
Extra-time @AMS is now up and running and it is great to see this 
additional provision being used by our families. Mrs Cross has 
established a fantastic programme of activities and we are keen to see 
more families making use of this provision in the coming months.  
 

Extra-time@AMS runs between 3:10pm and 5:45pm, Monday to Friday 
during term time, excluding training days. Children do not have to attend 
every evening and families may wish to attend for one or two evenings 
each week. 
 

Each evening children will have the opportunity to complete homework 
and learning tasks whilst also attending other school clubs and 
interventions. Children will have a snack and drink break together at  
approximately 4:15pm. Children will then complete games and other 
activities until collection. This provision currently costs £7 per day.  
 

Places can be booked on ParentMail a week in advance or by contacting the school office.  
 

AMS Sports Teams - Kit Sponsorship. Can you help? 
We will be looking to renew our football and rugby kits for both the boys and girls and would 
like to offer the chance for parents with links to local companies to sponsor them. If this is of 
interest to you we would be very grateful. Please email Mr Legge: 
mlegge@allenbournmiddle.org  for more information. 

 
Reminder: Our one stop guides - website links 

 
 

Below are links to some of the key documents that are located on 
our school website. These were also shared in our September 
Newsletter. 
 

➔​ Class Timetables 2024 - 2025   AMS Class Timetables 2024 - 2025 
 

➔​ Homework Letter 2024 - 2025  AMS Homework Letter 2024-2025 
                                                         Key stage 3 Homework - Jan 2025 

 

➔​ Curriculum Overviews         AMS Curriculum Overviews 2024-2025 
 

➔​ Curriculum Maps 2024 - 2025  AMS Curriculum Maps 2024 - 2025 
Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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In the News - A round-up of events from the Spring Term 
 

Our Book Fair raised a fantastic £990.94. This means that we are able to spend £495.47, in the 
Scholastic online Shop. Mrs Jensen reports that this is by far our best result ever. Many thanks 
to all of the families who supported the book fair and we will look forward to sharing our new 
books with the children shortly. Many thanks to Mrs 
Jensen for arranging this event.  
 

Yr 8 Netball Our Year 8 girls competed in the PEDSSA 
netball league at Parkstone. It has been fantastic to 
take 17 pupils each week and watch them enjoy playing 
in both the 'A' and 'B' leagues. Although our results 
haven’t always reflected the energy and enthusiasm the 
girls put into their matches, Mrs Darragh has been really 
pleased to see their progress and passion for the game.  

Year 5 Textiles Projects Year 5 have been making 
reusable bags in textiles and Miss Rushent is very proud of 
their work! They recently completed a project on plastic 
pollution and made the sea creatures from scrap fabric. 

On Sunday 6th April Mr Ledsham and 
Mr Stroud ran the London Landmarks 
half marathon for charity with #Team 
Place2Be. Place2Be is the UK's leading 
school-based mental health charity, 
providing support to children, families 
and school-based staff when they need it 
most. You can still support Mr Stroud and 
Mr Ledsham, by visiting their JustGiving 
page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/adam-ollie-half-marathon.  

Peripatetic Showcase On 
Tuesday evening, over 30 pupils 
took part in our first Peripatetic 
Music Showcase in front of a 
large but supportive audience. 

The children treated us to an 
array of musical instruments and 
pieces, showcasing the amazing 
progress they have made learning 
their instruments under the 
guidance of their enthusiastic and 
dedicated peripatetic teachers.  

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Mr Jason Shearing and Ms Lauren Mackie for 
pulling this wonderful event together and to Mr Luke Selby, Ms Tamara Sullivan and Ms 
Elspeth Cole for their support. 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Enrichment Week 2025  
Our Year 8 children enjoyed a fantastic enrichment 
week with visits to The Houses of Parliament where 
we met our Local MP Vicki Slade in Westminster 
Palace to discuss local issues and matters that were 
important to us. Children also visited the Apollo 
Theatre to see Wicked, went on the London Eye as 
well as visiting Harry Potter World and Churchill’s 
War Rooms. Trips also went out from AMS each day 
including RockReef, The Tank Museum and watching 
Hamilton at the Mayflower Theatre. The children also 
completed field studies work in Wimborne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Many congratulations to Finley in Year 8 who has 
been chosen to represent England at the 
European Amputee Football Federation Junior 
Camp being held in Romania in August! 

Year 6 - Key Stage 2 SATs Week All the very best 
of luck to our Year 6 children as they complete 
their Key Stage 2 SATs in the week beginning 12th 
May. The children will finish this week with a visit 
to Marwell Zoo. The Marwell visit will support their 

non chronological writing ahead of writing assessments later this term.  

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Art @AMS Year 6 your Abby Diamond inspired 
paintings look fantastic! We look forward to seeing 
how you use this experimental style with their own 
insect drawings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 have been using the grid method 
to draw their South American animals. We 
focused on tone and blending colours. 
They look fantastic! Well done Year 5! 

 

Year 8 finished their 'Still Life' projects with a POP 
and a BANG! They have created bright and 
colourful Lichtenstein inspired outcomes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to all pupils who submitted 
artwork to this year's Young Artists' 
Summer Show. The Royal Academy of 
Arts will now judge the entries and we 
should hear in May if any have been 
successful for exhibition. 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Year 5 and 6 Tumbling 
Competition  
What a fantastic afternoon we had at 
the PEDSSA Team Tumbling 
competition. Sixteen Year 5 and 6 
pupils proudly represented AMS in this 
gymnastics event, performing a 
tumbling routine against other local 
schools. 

Executing their routines in front of a 
panel of judges and an audience was 
undoubtedly nerve-wracking, but our 
young gymnasts demonstrated 
incredible courage and determination. 
It was wonderful to see their 

confidence grow as they embraced the opportunity to showcase their skills. 

We are delighted to announce that out of the three teams we entered, AMS came away with 
two bronze medals! A fantastic achievement, and one we are incredibly proud of. 

 

Year 8 French Pen Pal Visit 

Allenbourn Middle School was 
immensely proud to welcome a party 
of French pupils to school in March. 
47 of Year 8's French pen pals 
visited us from Collège Félix Buhot. 
We told Steve Harris live on the BBC 
Radio Solent Dorset Breakfast show 
all about the visit. Many thanks to 
Madame Diment for organising this 
event.  

Sparx Science We are thrilled to announce that 
Allenbourn Middle School was named the 
Sparx Science School of the Month! 

We are really proud of our pupils who have 
worked really hard, with 
our school achieving 
particularly strong 
completion rates in the 
first month of homework 
setting, reaching 92% in 
February. Furthermore, the 
completion rate remained 
above 90% throughout 

February and the start rate was consistently above 95%. 

 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
7 



Allenbourn Middle School Newsletter  
April 2025 
Summer Term - Issue Number 16 

 
Headteacher:  Mr M. Legge BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Deputy Headteacher: Mr L. Smith BA (Hons) 
 

 

World Book Day 2025  
Children and staff had a fantastic day taking 
part in World Book Day activities. Well done 
to everybody who took part and wore an 
outfit inspired by a book that they enjoy.  

 
 

 
 

Did You Know? More than 120 pupils from all year groups are busy 
preparing for our Performing Arts Showcase that is being held on 7th 
and 8th July at AMS.  
 

In addition to this, a number of children will be joining forces with 
children from Emmanuel and St Mchael’s Middle Schools for our first 
ever combined concert.  
 

This event will be held at Queen Elizabeth’s School who have kindly 
offered to host this event on Thursday 3rd July.  
 

Tickets for the event are priced at £5 each and are available via the link 
on our school websites.  
 

We are excited to give pupils the chance to come together in a large 
group and work together to put on what will be an unmissable event.  

We hope to see you there. 
 

 
 

Allenbourn Middle School Ofsted Inspection It was 
wonderful to see positive press coverage following our Ofsted 
inspection. A reminder that we currently have some places in all 
year groups and would love to hear from families considering a 
place at AMS. You can view some of our press coverage using this 
link.         Press Coverage following our recent Ofsted Inspection 

 
Allenbourn Middle School is an International 
Schools Award and Rights Respecting School 
Award holder.  

 
Did You Know? Summer Term Clubs 
recommence on Monday 28th April. Hopefully you 
have already signed your child up for the wide range 
of extra curricular Clubs and activities. 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Child Protection 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead with 
responsibility for Child Protection is:    

Mr L. Smith (pictured right) 
 

The Academy Committee member with 
responsibility for Child Protection is:  

Mr K. Jess - This is a change for Summer 2025  
 
 

 
 

Our Designated Teacher with responsibility for Looked after Children is: Mr L. Smith 

 

Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads with responsibility for Child Protection are:   
 

Mr M. Legge, Mrs P. Skipp  (pictured), Mr R. Wright, Mr Stroud, Mr C. Daw and Mr C. Hickson.  
 

Our Local School Committee Our committee membership can be seen below: 
 

Mr P. Smith - Chair​ ​ Mr Graham  - Vice Chair​ ​ Mrs C. Mason​ ​  
Mrs J. Welsby ​ ​ Mr M. Legge​​ ​ ​ Mrs C. Diment ​      
Mr K. Jess​ ​ ​ Member vacancy​ ​ ​ Clerk - Current vacancy 

 
Did you Know? We have introduced a Pupil Worry Button on our school website. This 
provides all of our children with the opportunity to share a concern with a Designated 
Safeguarding Lead to enable staff to best support your child. Children in Years 5 and 6 also 
have a Worry Monster in their classroom that they can add notes to for their teacher. This has 
been shared with children in the whole school assembly.. 
 

 
 

 
Important Mobile phone reminder: Pupils are required to turn their mobile phone 
off as they enter our school each day and these must be handed in and secured in their 
class phone box for the day. Any pupil found with their mobile phone turned on or in their 
possession during the school day will be issued with an after school detention. 

 
IMPORTANT: Essential uniform reminders​​ ​ School Uniform at AMS 
 

1.​ Children are not permitted to wear branded trainers to school. This change was made for 
September 2023.  

2.​ Skirts must be pleated and should be no more than two or three centimetres above the 
knee. 

3.​ Children are not permitted to wear make-up. 
Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Behaviour Expectations @AMS 
We continue to teach our children how to conduct themselves as they grow to be 
articulate and responsible young people. We 
value our partnership with home and all of our 
families' support to ensure that we work 
together to reinforce our behaviour 
expectations. This will ensure that our school 
is the very best environment for our children 
to learn and grow in. Please take time to 
review these expectations with your child 
from time to time. A link to our behaviour 
procedures is available below (and on our 
school website) for you to review together.  

 

AMS Behaviour Guidance​​ Trust Behaviour Policy - Updated May 2024  
 

Did you Know? Our children complete a weekly P.S.H.E. lesson with their class 
teacher and all children in years 7 and 8 have a careers lesson each week.  

 
Allendale Car Park Improvement Scheme - Update  
Following a recent update meeting at the Local Authority about this scheme. We can confirm 
that engineers have been working at capacity and this has resulted in our project being 
delayed. The engineers are now working on the detailed design and are close to finishing.  

The scheme is in the queue still and we are just waiting for the construction team to find a 
slot in the timetable. We now believe that Autumn 2025 is the most likely for the work. We 
have been assured that  the funding has been put aside, and the LA are dedicated to getting 
the scheme implemented.  
IMPORTANT - Whilst we are waiting for the completion of this work please can parents 
ensure that they drive with real care when using the Allendale car park.  Please ensure that 
you drive at an appropriate speed and use this car park appropriately at all times. All families 
have an important role to play to safeguard our children.  

 
Pupil Safety and conduct in our community 
We regularly talk with the children about the importance of travelling to and from school 
safely. Please discuss the following with your children regularly to ensure their safety.  

●​ Behaviour should be of a high standard at all times. 
●​ Pupils should not use mobile phones whilst walking to school, particularly when crossing 

roads. 
●​ Pupils must remain on pavements at all times and walk with care and consideration for 

others. 
●​ Pupils using scooters or bikes should take care around other road users and those on 

pavements. 
●​ Helmets should be worn on bicycles and scooters. 
 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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IMPORTANT: Please ensure that children do not bring nut or sesame seed based 
products into school. Please also ensure that children have a healthy snack for break 
time each day and remind them of the importance of reducing packaging and keeping 
our school tidy. 

 

 
Communication with Home - Don’t forget 
to sign up for the Arbor App 
We continue to work hard to develop strong links with 
our families ensuring that you receive regular and 
timely information about school life.  
 

Thank you for signing up to the Arbor App ahead of us 
making greater use of this over the coming months. Currently more that 81% of families have 
signed up. If you have not completed this process yet please email the school office. 
 

You can also follow news of our children's successes by following us on X and Facebook 
pages, please do consider following our school. Our website also contains a lot of useful 
information and news for our families. ​  

 

Allenbourn Facebook Page   Allenbourn X Page 
 

Attendance Matters and reporting your child’s absence  
 

 
 

Allenbourn Middle School - Website Attendance page 
 

Our whole school attendance figures continue to 
improve steadily and pupils' attendance at Allenbourn 
Middle is above the National averages. Thank you to all 
of our families for your ongoing support. We remain keen 
to improve further. It is vitally important that children 
are in school as often as possible. 
 

We ask for your support ensuring that your child 
attends school everyday unless there is a very clear reason for absence. Please review 
the link on our school website on how to report your child’s absence.  

Reporting Absence@AMS  
 

Key Dates  
 
Summer Term 2025 
 
Summer Term Clubs Commence​ ​ Monday 28th April 2025 

Wimborne Food Bank Collections​ ​ Fri 25th April - Fri 2nd May 2025 

May Day Bank Holiday​ ​ ​ ​ Monday 5th May 2025 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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Year 6 Key Stage 2 SATs Week ​ ​ ​ w/b Monday 12th May 2025 

Year 6 Marwell Zoo Trip​ ​ ​ ​ Friday 16th May 2025 

School Disco ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Thursday 22nd May 2025  

Last Day of Half Term​ ​ ​ ​ Friday 23rd May 2025 

Pupils Return to School​ ​ ​ ​ Monday 2nd June 2025 

Transfer Day ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Friday 27th June 2025 

Initio Middle School Concert​ ​ ​ Thursday 3rd July 225 

Staff Training Day​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Friday 4th July 2025 

Performing Arts Showcase Rehearsal​ ​ Sunday 6th July 2025 

Year 8 Bournemouth University Visit​ ​ Monday 7th July 2025 

Performing Arts Showcase ​ ​ ​ Mon 7th + Tues 8th July 2025 

Sports Days​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Thur 10th + Fri 11th July 2025 

Report Card 3 and SATs Results ​​ ​ Friday 11th July 2025 

Year 5 Bristol Residential ​ ​ ​ ​ w/b 14th July 2025  

Year 8 Leavers Event ​ ​ ​ ​ Wednesday 16th July 2025 

Last Day of Term​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

 
Did you Know? Term Dates for 2025 - 2026 can now be viewed on our 
school website These are located below our current term dates.    ​ ​ AMS Term Dates 

 
 

Did you know? Allenbourn Middle School currently holds the highest 
level of School Games Award. We are a Platinum Award school, This 
status is awarded to schools who have consistently maintained the Gold 
Award status for four consecutive years. 

 
 

Arriving at school each day - Please can you help -  Allenbourn Middle School 
opens at 8:30am for pupils with registration taking place for all pupils at 8:40pm. Whilst we 
are keen to encourage excellent punctuality, can we please ask for your support in ensuring 
your child does not arrive at school too early in the morning. Duty staff are not in place until 
8:30am when the school officially opens. Prior to 8:30am the playground and other external 
facilities are not monitored by staff. Should you require morning child care, our breakfast club 
provision starts from 7.45am and is able to be booked on ParentMail. 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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What Parents & Educators Need to Know about Roblox - Please find below 
a link to useful guides for parents and staff in schools on the safe use of online platforms 
produced by the national College for education.         national College Online guides 

 
 
 

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. 
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