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Dear Parents/Carers

It is with real excitement that we have
welcomed the children back to school for
2025 and another busy term. | very much
hope that you enjoyed the Christmas and
New Year break with families and friends.
The Spring term looks to be another busy
term with many exciting opportunities
planned for the children as we quickly
settle back into strong routines and
learning across the term. Please take time
to review our January Newsletter as a
family before completing our annual
parent/carer survey by following the link
below.

We are delighted that Miss Rushent will
remain with us for the rest of the academic
year as tutor for 7F and our textiles
teacher joining the Design Technology
department. | am also excited to share the
news that we have appointed Mrs Cross to
join our support staff team later this month.
Mrs Cross will lead our new after school
provision (Extra-time @AMS) that we plan
to launch at February half term. This will run
from 3:10pm - 5:45pm each day. Further
details of how to sign up can be found
later in this newsletter. A reminder that Mr
Ledsham will be the class tutor for 8M for
the remainder of this academic year.

As you will know we ask you to provide us
with feedback at the start of the Spring
term each year. Each year we use the
questions used by inspectors when visiting
schools. This enables us to consider our
progress overtime and to make changes
based upon your feedback. In previous
years the number of families providing
feedback has been very positive and
therefore | would be grateful if you could
take the time to share your views by
following the link below by Friday 24th
January.

Parent/Carer Questionnaire 2025

Following feedback from our families last year
we shared curriculum overviews with you last
term. A link to overviews for the Spring term
can be found later in this newsletter and will
be available when you join us for subject
parent evenings this term. Parents evenings
are being held on:

Tuesday 11th February - 3:45pm - 6:45pm
Thursday 13th February - 3:45pm - 6:45pm
Thursday 27th February - 3:45pm - 6:45pm

Details of how to book appointments will be
sent home later this half term.

Following the success of last term's SEND
Parent coffee mornings, our next coffee
morning will take place on Thursday 3rd
February when we will be joined by our
Speech and Language link. Details on how to
sign up will be sent home shortly. We are also
delighted by the response to our first Mental
Health in Schools Team workshop and have
therefore arranged a further parent
workshop for this half term. In addition to this
details of our Year 6 SATs evening and our
Year 8 London residential trip evening can
be found later in this newsletter.

As we have returned for the new term all
schools in Initio Learning Trust have moved
to Arbor as our school management
information system, this holds information
such as contact numbers, timetables and
pupil assessment grades. We have been
working towards this change for some time
and we do not expect this change to impact
upon our families. We will be sharing some
updates in the coming weeks and months as
Arbor provides the ability to move away from
some of our current systems such as
ClassCharts and ParentMail by offering all of
these functions through one provider.

We very much look forward to working
alongside you all this term.

Kind regards
Mr M. Legge - Headteacher

Article 3- All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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Our school’s values underpin much of the work that we do in school and we regularly discuss
these with the children making links to their learning journey with us at Allenbourn Middle.
Our aim is to focus upon the three key areas of: Academic Excellence, All Inclusive and
Responsible Individuals as we aspire together @ AMS.

Academic Excellence
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- In our whole school assembly each week we identify a
special recognition award winner. This award can be given to any member of our school community to
recognise their achievements both within school in the wider community and within their area of
expertise or special interest. If you know of somebody who deserves recognition please let us know.

Dylan R - Year 8 - For reciting the full Periodic Table from memory winning a £20 Amazon
voucher for being the first pupil to achieve this.

Ellis W - Year 6 - For noticing and quietly supporting another pupil

Ocean L and Eloise S - For reading the poems that they had written for the Planet Wimborne
Poetry Competition at the Twinning Association Encore Hello Bonjour show.

Henrik W - For playing a piece on his trumpet with piano accompaniment Twinning
Association Encore Hello Bonjour show.

Please ensure that your child attends
school with the correct equipment each day. Below is a quick reminder of the items that
they need for each day:

A handwriting pen with blue ink (including a spare), a pencil case, a
pencil, a pencil sharpener, a clear plastic 30cm ruler, an eraser, a
glue stick, a board pen, a set of colouring pencils, a purple, pink
and green biro and a highlighter. Remember your child can
purchase essential equipment packs from the school office or via
the ParentMail shop for £3.50

Article 3 All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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We are delighted to announce that we have appointed Mrs Cross to
join our staff team later this month. Mrs Cross will lead Extra-time@AMS
as part of her role. We plan to launch this new provision from Tuesday
25th February as school re-opens after the half term break.
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Extra-time@AMS will run between 3:10pm and 5:45pm, Monday to
Friday during term time, excluding training days.

Initially we plan to offer 25 places at this provision. Each evening children
will have the opportunity to complete homework and learning tasks
whilst also attending other school clubs and interventions. Children will
have a snack and drink break together at approximately 4:15pm. Children
will then complete games and other activities until collection at 545pm.
To register your child’s interest in this provision please follow the link
below.

Expression of Interest

A further letter will be sent to all families shortly after Mrs Cross joins our staff team with further
details and the cost for this provision which we currently expect to be approximately £7 per day.

In the News - A round-up of events from the Autumn Term

It was fantastic to welcome so many families to school for
our Year 5 Christmas Bazaar. Below is a review of this event written by Sam Jess in 5W. \X/ell
done Sam!

At the Christmas Bazaar, there were many things to do with your family or friends such as
games, drinks and second hand (preloved) toys or even to see Santa. | was running a game
where you had to throw a ping pong ball into a pigeon hole and it had to stay in the hole to
win a prize.

My friend Jonah, entered a competition where you had to guess the name of a rocking horse.
He guessed the name Dwight and won the horse complete with riding saddle. | am unsure
what he will do with the horse when he gets it home. Let's hope his mum allows him to keep
it!

The items you could buy from the Bazaar were books, games and toys. In addition, in the
cafe, you could purchase a cupcake or a squash for 50p and hot chocolate for £1.There were
large cakes for £1 as well as 4 cookies for the same price. The variety of games to play were
to throw snow at elves that were hanging down. If you hit the elves you would win a prize. You
could also shoot at stacked cups and have three attempts to win. If you knocked them all
down you would get some sweets or a small toy. Our class 5W, were divided between the
four classes. In 5A, Santa visited them and he had his own personal tent (grotto). He had a
sack full of presents for all ages.

There were probably over 200 people at the Christmas Bazaar including parents, friends and
siblings. Everyone had a brilliant festive time.

Congratulations to the Year 6 football team for winning their first league
game 1-0. A narrow 1-0 defeat to St Ives in the county cup followed However they
represented Allenbourn fantastically during the two matches.

Article 3 All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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Over the course of the Autumn Term, over 20 Year 6
pupils worked extremely hard to set up a business as part
of the Fiver Challenge. This involved developing a
business idea, conducting market research, writing a
business plan, naming their company, creating a logo,
designing a business stand and bringing their product to
market. Friday saw the fruits of their labour as they
successfully sold their products at a mini market they set
up in school. The pupils have learnt so much along the
way and can be very proud of what they achieved. We
look forward to working with our second Fiver Challenge
group in the Spring Term.

Year 8 have been studying 'Still Life" in
Art. Pupils were encouraged to make their own
photograph to develop into a painting - learning about
complementary colours and colour mixing. It's been
great to see some personal outcomes.

Year 6 have been exploring how to depict
movement in their  art  lessons,
experimenting with an ink wash and
drawing collaboratively. The sketchbooks are full of beautiful work - well done Year 6!

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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It was fantastic to see the children taking the
time to reflect as we came together as a
school to mark Remembrance before
children each produced a Poppy to
contribute to our whole school display.

2
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Thank you to everyone who
has supported our Poppy
Appeal as well as
#antibullyingweek2024 and

#oddsocksday. We also | § oT .
T hosted a non-uniform day to | @
T e raise funds for -
’Kr,ﬁrf_fhuﬁrm&mt feppiey #bbcchildreninneed. You

raised an impressive £630.

It was another fantastic term for sports club participation and
attendance. Well done to all those who continue to show commitment
to them.

Our Year 7 and 8 boys had some mixed results across the National,
County and PEDSSA cups. Both age groups have found that as they
move up the age groups the speed of the game changes. Highlights
included travelling all the way to Bath for a National Cup fixture, which
really tested Mr Ledsham's minibus driving ability and out-scoring the
boys' teams so far across all their matches (special mention to Sienna
M, 8M who is Allenbourn's current top goal scorer)! Children have some
PEDSSA league matches to play this half-term, so keep a look-out to
see if they can continue their scoring streak!

Our Year 5/6 girls team narrowly missed out on qualifying for the
county 7-a-side competition, coming third in our district round, but are
still in the County Cup. The boys are raring to go when their PEDSSA
competitions happen this term. Keep an eye out on social media for
the results. It was so good to see our KS2 pupils be so committed to
their after-school sessions last term and | hope we will see the same
levels this Spring.

Our Year 7 and 8 boys and girls teams have taken part in
10-a-side festivals at Bryanston School and Swanage and Wareham
RFC. All four teams performed well and are becoming one of the

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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schools that others are beginning to fear playing. The girls were
treated to some workshops during their festival.

There will be more opportunities to show their skills in the
same format, this term and Year 5 and 6 will have some tag
rugby festivals to attend so please encourage them to come
along to the clubs.

On Tuesday 22nd October we took some of our Year 8 Sports
Leaders to Bryanston School for a Leadership Academy. They
learned what it takes to be a good leader and how important
their role is to developing physical education and sport for our
younger children.

We rounded off the term with our inter house competition. This
year, pupils were given the choice to represent their house in
football, netball, table-tennis and dodgeball. Staff were
amazed at the sportsmanship, positive attitude and teamwork
on display. Results will be announced in assembly.

It was typical cross country weather for the 32 pupils
taking part at the last of the 4 PEDSSA league events.
After all the races had taken place we had a nervous
wait to see how we had fared. With a great run from
Eliza coming in a league best of 5th place and Abi, Ada
and Lottie completing the A team for Yr 5 & 6 girls we
managed to secure a superb 3rd place overall. This was
closely followed by the Yr 7 and 8 boys results which all
came down to this last race. Our runners had an
outstanding afternoon with 7 of them coming in the top
20, and Tyg and Harry in the top 10. This meant the A and B teams' scores gave them an
amazing first and second position for this race! Our fingers were crossed as we waited for the
overall results to be announced and it was with much celebration when we were declared as
the gold medalists!

A huge well done to the 45 runners who took part in 1 or more of the cross-country events
this term, particularly to those who ran in all 4 races. You have represented Allenbourn
superbly and we are very proud of you.

We will be looking to renew our football and rugby kits for both the boys and girls and would
like to offer the chance for parents with links to local companies to sponsor them. If this is of
interest to you we would be very grateful. Please email Mr Ledsham at
oledsham@allenbournmiddle.org for more information.

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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A very late celebration of the following pupils who were
awarded prizes at the end of the last academic year but have only just been able to collect
the engraved trophy! We are extremely proud of all our pupils here at AMS but sometimes
we must recognise those who go above and beyond in PE, show a natural ability across a
range of sports and most importantly, those who show the determination, perseverance and
commitment to improve themselves from Year 5 to Year 8. Congratulations to the pupils
below on your incredible achievements during your time at AMS and | look forward to
awarding the next group of successful pupils from our current Year 8's.

Will H & Flerence VDF ElsieG Harry R & Eloise S
Sportsmaniwoeman Award The Chadwick Cup Most Improved
{Far high performance) {For averall commitment {For progress)
o sport)

- The pupils involved in Dance Live! are
working hard in rehearsals, creating the dance, practising the moves
and designing the screen and costumes. With the competition on
the 27th January there is a lot to do in a short space of time, but the
team are all focused on their specific roles and things are starting to
come together. Well done everyone, keep up the amazing work!

- A group of Year 5 pupils had the opportunity
to represent Allenbourn in a Panathlon event at Emmanuel Middle
School. They took part in 8 different activities ranging from poly bat
to skittles and target throw. The afternoon was great fun and it was
wonderful to see the smiles on their faces as they became more
confident, especially in the last ‘Rock Paper Scissors' game.

Two teams of Year 6 children have taken part in home netball
fixtures against Cranborne Middle School. We played 4 quarters of
Bee netball which means that all players have to swap positions for
each quarter. It was a super match with both teams growing in
confidence and showing great competitive spirit. Congratulations to
Indi and Arun who were chosen as players of the match!

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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- Children in year 6 will take part in swimming lessons at Canford School this term with
those requiring additional support receiving this as part of their P.E. lessons.

- More than 80 pupils are taking part in interventions for English and Maths. Children have
been invited in order to provide them with a little extra support. Sessions are being led by
our teaching team at the start and end of the school day.

Our Christmas Disco raised an impressive £820.
Thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who
helped to organise this event. The children really
enjoyed their evening. Look out for the date of
our next disco!

Our Year 6 pupils enjoyed their day trips to
Nothe Fort, Weymouth, learning about World
War Il and experiencing what it would be like
to be an evacuee.

Children in Key Stage 2 Dance Club have
been working hard to learn a dance and
wanted to perform it to an audience. They
had the opportunity to do so on the last
club night of the term, performing it twice
to a very appreciative audience of family
who were invited to watch. It was
wonderful to see the excitement from the
pupils as they had their last practice
before the audience arrived and their
enthusiasm and energy when performing
it. Dressed in Christmas outfits and with
music to match, it definitely felt like Christmas had arrived at Allenbourn!

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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Congratulations to Florence C who was on Radio Wimborne shortly before the Christmas
break. She was his special guest on the drive time show and talked about Christmas, family,
AMS, Mr Legge's skipping at lunchtime and her favourite teacher. Very well done Florence
for doing such a fabulous job and growing in confidence as the show went on. She even read
the weather!

is an International Schools

ﬁ : Award and Rights Respecting School Award holder.
‘—?r anl-:tlni

We were
U"lﬂ&f'@ recently contacted by James Cutler who is the new Football

Development Support Officer at Dorset County FA who will be focussing
on disability and girls football development pathways. He shared the
exciting news that Allenbourn Middle School has been awarded a
trophy as part of the Equal Access Schools award for our dedication and commitment to
providing girls equal access in football. We hope to welcome James to a whole school
assembly shortly to present this award. We are very grateful to all of the staff who support
girls football at AMS and most importantly we are delighted that so many pupils participate
and represent the school in this sport.

Spring Term Clubs recommence on Monday 13th January.
Clubs continue as they were from the Autumn term, with a new clubs sign up list coming this
term on ParentMail in time for the Summer Term.

- New Lighting at the front of school

As the Autumn term ended we were pleased to install new LED lighting
at the front of our school. This new lighting will improve access for
evening events in the winter months and support collection from our
new end of day provision. This work comes shortly after new lighting has
been installed in our outside changing rooms following feedback from
the children.

- The LA
informed us shortly before the Christmas break that the project to
improve access to the school site across the Allendale Car Park has been
delayed but remains a confirmed project. Engineers are at capacity and
there has been a delay in the majority of schemes across the County. We
are hoping to receive a new date for completion this term.

Later this month 35 pupils will participate in Dance Live! at the Portsmouth Guildhall. Good
luck to all involved and well done for working so hard to prepare.

In addition, a group of 40 children will also be visiting the 02 to take part in Young Voices.
Year 6 will visit Marwell Zoo to mark the end of Key Stage 2 Testing on Friday 16th May,
further information to follow.

Article 3 All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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Our Designated Safeguarding Lead with
responsibility for Child Protection is:
Mr L. Smith (pictured right)

The Academy Committee member with
responsibility for Child Protection is:
Mrs V. Gregg

Our Designated Teacher with responsibility for Looked after Children is: Mr L. Smith (sept 2024).
Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads with responsibility for Child Protection are:
Mr M. Legge, Mrs P. Skipp (pictured), Mr R. Wright, Mrs Prout, Mr C. Daw and Mr C. Hickson.

Our committee membership can be seen below:

Mr P. Smith - Chair Mrs V. Gregg - Vice Chair Mrs C. Mason
Mrs J. Welsby Mr M. Legge Mrs C. Diment
Mr Graham Mr K. Jess Mrs R. Farrow - Clerk

Below are links to some of the key documents that are located

TaBa List on our school website. These were also shared in our September
Phaeklist Newsletter.
* ipllahrn Maddls Fohasd - Class Timetables 2024 - 2025 AMS Class Timetables 2024 - 2025
0 - Homework Letter 2024 - 2025 AMS Homework Letter 2024-2025
O Key stage 3 Homework - Jan 2025
g Larmcseiinel = Curriculum Overviews AMS Curriculum Overviews 2024-2025
0O T TrEsd - Curriculum Maps 2024 - 2025 AMS Curriculum Maps 2024 - 2025
O &3 i
i_j ‘:"_—"“‘: Last wu

half term we reviewed our Anti Bullying Policy. ﬁ'a

Senior Leaders completed pupil voice |G
interviews, gathering the views of our children about behaviour and Tirveees
attitudes. In total more than 80 children shared their view before the whole o' .

school completed our annual Big Ask @AMS survey providing further —[Tg®e |
feedback. This has helped to inform our updated policy which can be 't-.a _.#.

viewed here: Anti Bullying Policy

We would now like to offer parents the opportunity to share their feedback _

on this policy by following the link here: Anti Bullying Policy - Feedback
Form Please can families share their feedback by Friday 24th January.

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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IMPORTANT:

Please can parents ensure that they drive with real care when using the Allendale car park.
Please ensure that you drive at an appropriate speed and use this car park appropriately at all
times. All families have an important role to play to safeguard our children.

We have introduced a Pupil Worry Button on our school website. This
provides all of our children with the opportunity to share a concern with a Designated
Safeguarding Lead to enable staff to best support your child. Children in Years 5 and 6 also
have a Worry Monster in their classroom that they can add notes to for their teacher. This has
been shared with children in the whole school assembly..

TERLHING FIEWS FUFIL
AROEUT T CONTACT
HORT I'ﬂ:lﬂlﬂl‘la'l-\:lﬂl AND AND LAFTGUAEDING ..'.lh woany
AT T EVENTE BTN
‘ I| : I -

Pupils are required to turn their mobile phone
off as they enter our school each day and these must be handed in and secured in their
class phone box for the day. Any pupil found with their mobile phone turned on or in their
possession during the school day will be issued with an after school detention.

We continue to teach our children how to
conduct themselves as they grow to be
articulate and responsible young people. We
value our partnership with home and all of our
families' support to ensure that we work
together to reinforce our behaviour
expectations. This will ensure that our school is W make the right cholces |
the very best environment for our children to
learn and grow in. Please take time to review
these expectations with your child from time to time. A link to our behaviour procedures is
available below (and on our school website) for you to review together.

AMS Behaviour Guidance

Trust Behaviour Policy - Updated May 2024

Our children complete a weekly PSH.E. lesson with their class
teacher and all children in years 7 and 8 have a careers lesson each week.

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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We regularly talk with the children about the importance of travelling to and from school
safely. Please discuss the following with your children regularly to ensure their safety.
e Behaviour should be of a high standard at all times.

e Pupils should not use mobile phones whilst walking to school, particularly when crossing

roads.

e Pupils must remain on pavements at all times and walk with care and consideration for
others.

e Pupils using scooters or bikes should take care around other road users and those on
pavements.

e Helmets should be worn on bicycles and scooters.

IMPORTANT: Please ensure that children do not bring nut or sesame seed based
products into school. Please also ensure that children have a healthy snack for break
time each day and remind them of the importance of reducing packaging and keeping
our school tidy.

School Uniform at AMS
1. Children are not permitted to wear branded trainers to school. This change was made for
September 2023
2. Skirts must be pleated and should be no more than two or three centimetres above the
knee.
3. Children are not permitted to wear make-up.

We continue to work hard to develop strong links with our families ensuring that you receive
regular and timely information about school life.

A reminder that our website contains a lot of useful information and news for our families.

You can also follow news of our children's successes by following us on X and Facebook
pages last year, please do consider following our school.

Allenbourn Facebook Page Allenbourn X Page

At the end of term the Year 6 Book Group raised some money
towards the new Spark Book Award starting in January. They sent
out personalised candy canes and held a 'how many sweets in the
jar?" competition. The winner of the jar of sweets was Skye in Year 6
who was one sweet away from the 167 total. Many thanks to all
who took part and helped us to raise £27 in total.

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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Allenbourn Middle School - Website Attendance page

Our whole school attendance figures continue to
improve steadily and pupils' attendance at Allenbourn
Middle is above the National averages. Thank you to all
of our families for your ongoing support. We remain keen
to improve further. It is vitally important that children
are in school as often as possible.

We ask for your support ensuring that your child
attends school everyday unless there is a very clear reason for absence. Please review
the link on our school website on how to report your child's absence.

Reporting Absence@AMS

Spring Term 2025
Staff Training Day

Pupils Return to School

Year 6 SATs Parent Information Evening

Parents Evening - 3.45pm - 6.45pm

Year 8 London Tri Information Evening

Parents Evening - 3.45pm - 6.45pm
Last Day of Half Term

Staff Training Day

Pupils Return to School

Parents Evening - 3.45pm - 6.45pm
Year 8 Enrichment Week

Book Fair

Last Day of Term

Staff Training Day

Pupils Return to School

Monday 6th January 2025
Tuesday 7th January 2025
Wednesday 22nd January 2025
Tuesday 11th February 2025
Wednesday 12th February 2025
Thursday 13th February 2025
Friday 14th February 2025
Monday 24th February 2025
Tuesday 25th February 2025
Thursday 27th February 2025
w/b 17th March 2025

Tuesday 25th March 2025 for a week
Friday 4th April 2025

Tuesday 22nd April 2025
Wednesday 23rd April 2025

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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Summer Term 2025

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2025

Year 6 Key Stage 2 SATs Week w/b Monday 12th May 2025
Last Day of Half Term Friday 23rd May 2025

Pupils Return to School Monday 2nd June 2025
Transfer Day Friday 27th June 2025

Staff Training Day Friday 4th July 2025

Year 5 Bristol Residential w/b 14th July 2025

Last Day of Term Wednesday 23rd July 2025

Don' forget that the deadline for
applications for a Middle School
place from September 2025 is fast
approaching.
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Please remind families and friends
and please do not hesitate to
contact the school office if you
require assistance.

SCHOOL

ADMISSIONS [ =g Term Dates for 2025 - 2026 can
SEPTEMBER 2025 ' now be viewed on our school

website These are located below our
current term dates.
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DON'T FORGET YOUR
ADMISSION DEADLIME!

Allenbourn Middle School currently holds the highest level of School Games
Award. We are a Platinum Award school, This status is awarded to schools who have
consistently maintained the Gold Award status for four consecutive years.

Article 3: All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
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https://www.allenbournmiddle.org/page/?title=Term+Dates+and+Inset+Days&pid=118

